
West Somerset & Exmoor Bridleways Association
Minutes of the meeting held at The Rest and Be Thankful, Wheddon Cross,

7.30 p.m. on 27 May 2009

Those present:
Dee Binnie, Julia Holtom, Sue Jarvis, Jaye Jones, Alison Kent, Kate McKenzie (Chairman), Sam
Westmacott, Barbara Wigley, Daphne Wilbraham

Abbie Keeper, Public Rights of Way and Access Officer at Exmoor National Park, attended the
meeting.

Apologies: Anne Hand, Emma Jobin, Denise Latreille, Fiona Monaghan

Kate noted that a number of area representatives had not attended and did not respond to emails.
However it appeared that all area representatives on the WSEBA list were functioning on the
ground. Some might prefer correspondence by ordinary mail.

1. Minutes of last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting, dated 9 March 2009, were accepted as correct.

2. Shoots
No problems have been reported since the last Committee meeting.
Challacombe has closed and Holnicote has reduced its activities.
Little progress had been made in contacting shoots to form a communication channel before next
season. Agreed to remind area representatives to locate landowners on whose land shoots take place,
and contact them to discuss how riders could find out when or where shoots were operating.
Emma ‘s offer of a de-sensitisation course for horses and riders has not attracted any response. This
was considered disappointing.

3. New bridleways
Kate said she had attended a meeting run by the BHS on rectification of the definitive map to show
bridleways accurately. If a path had been used by horse riders for a continuous period of 20 years at
any time between now and 1189, without let or hindrance, it was a bridleway. (At common law the
period was 10 years, but Abbie advised that it was best to use the statutory 20 year period.)
Common Law existed before statute and runs congruent with it but the rules are slightly different.
Claims to rectify the map, either by showing new bridleways or by upgrading footpaths to
bridleways, are made in Somerset to Somerset County Council using their own forms. Evidence
might be produced from witnesses by statutory declaration, or from documents such as old maps,
parish records and deeds

Of the 230 suggestions for new bridleways on the local Rights of Way Improvement plan, about half
of our bridleways are eligible. There is a backlog of 147 bridleway applications, with another 100
coming. Denise Chandler recently resigned from SCC. She reports that her department can only
deal with 16 a year. Claims were prioritised on criteria such as safety (avoiding roads) and joining
up routes.

Any area representative who felt there were claims to be made in their area is asked to consider how
to move the matter forward. The committee would be pleased to help and it was stressed it is
essential to liaise with the National Park. Julia suggested a target whereby each area representative
might aim to get one new bridleway route through each year. Stephanie Wheeler of the BHS would
be glad to help on gaining evidence. South Somerset Bridleways Association had already put in 100
applications and was planning 100 more.



Abbie explained that she was working on the Rights of Way Improvement Plan and had prioritised
three routes on an initial scoring system. She had yet to assess their suitability on the ground. Once
that was sorted (in about three months) she would ask the landowners if the routes could be
dedicated as bridleways. If not she would investigate the possibility of a permitted route and then
the possibility of a claim. She hoped to achieve three routes by the end of the financial year.
She stressed the importance of WSEBA working with the National Park because of the sensitivity of
landowners.

The permitted paths map, showing riders where permitted bridleways are located, was supposed to
be put on line by Somerset County Council. Landowners had to give permission for the location of
bridleways to be made public. The present situation was unsatisfactory in that riders often did not
know the whereabouts of permitted bridleways.

The landowner’s position was discussed. Clearly not many landowners would welcome new
bridleways across their land. The surface of the bridleway is maintained by the Park, as are gates,
although in theory gates were the landowner’s responsibility.

Money was available under the Higher Level Stewardship Scheme for a landowner who entered into
a ten year agreement for a permitted bridleway. No money was available for definitive bridleways
Thus permitted bridleways are significantly more attractive to landowners. Permitted bridleways are
for ten years only and permission can be withdrawn at any time. On permitted bridleways,
landowners could stipulate that there should be no use by bicycles or by commercial organisations
such as riding schools.

It was not clear whether the routes marked on the Rights of Way Improvement plan could be
accessed on line through the Somerset County Council fault reporting system. Abbie said that she
would send copies of relevant sections of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan map to area
representatives on request. Alison holds our hard copy of the map.

In Devon, the local authority would be dealing with each region in turn, the part of Devon covered
by WSEBA being reached in 2011.

It was agreed that guidance would be made available to riders reiterating the need to close gates and
control dogs.

4. Our own rides
Chris Binnie’s three day ride on 13 to 15 May and Sam’s Coleridge Way ride on 29 and 30 April had
both been a great success. The next rides were on 2 to 4 June and 17 to 18 September.

5. Exmoor Local Access Forum
The closing date for applying to join the Exmoor Local Access Forum was imminent. It appeared
that there were already a sufficient number of good applicants.

6. Meeting about keeping horses in the Park
Kate had met David Wyborn and Emma Dennis to discuss keeping horses in the Park. National
guidelines were about to be produced, after which David and Emma would discuss with us whether
local Exmoor guidelines were appropriate.

Current law is that planning permission is needed to keep a horse rather than merely to graze it.
This permission might be needed when horses are kept on less than 2.5 acres per horse or when they
are kept in a building such as a barn which is classified as being for agricultural use. However ENPA
do not generally raise this as an issue, since most horses in the National Park are well kept in a
manner sympathetic to the National Park environment. However in some cases there are problems.



For example, a field may be bought by someone to keep horses at some distance from home. He or
she might keep too many horses for the amount of land and put up shelters that had not been
granted planning permission.

7. AGM speaker
Suggestions were invited for a speaker at the October AGM.

8. Secretary
Kate noted that there was at present no secretary and she found it impossible to act as both
chairman and secretary. It was agreed that the role of secretary would be divided up among
committee members.

 Sam would draft agendas, take the minutes and keep the minute book.

 Dee would deal with publicity such as fliers and posters at events.

 Alison would send out information to those without email.

 It was hoped that Fiona would agree to be Treasurer in place of Dee after the next AGM.

 A membership secretary was still needed, to take in membership fees, issue membership
cards and keep the list of members and their details.

9. Equestrian Access and Rights of Way Conference
There was to be an equestrian access and rights of way conference at Whiddon Down in Devon on
Sunday 26 July 2009. Any committee member was welcome to attend. Kate had application forms.

8. Date of next meeting
The next committee meeting would be held on:

24 August 2009 at 7.30pm at The Rest and Be Thankful, Wheddon Cross.


