
WEST SOMERSET & EXMOOR BRIDLEWAYS

ASSOCIATION

Minutes of meeting held at the rest and Be Thankful, Wheddon Cross on 14 April 2010 at

7.30pm

Present: Alison Kent, (Chairman), Jay Jones, Fiona Monaghan, Barbara Wigley and

Sam Westmacott,

Apologies; Julia Holtom, Emma Jobin, Daphne Wilbraham

Minutes The Minutes of the meeting held on 23 February 2010 were approved as a true

and correct record after two minor corrections. These were:-

1. That the membership should read £5 not £6.

2: - Fiona Monaghan had requested for our own website a small CV and photo from

AK.JH.SW. DW. These are then put up on our website to introduce members to their

current Committee members.

Matters Arising

Website There was a request to know the number of hits on the website and that the

links from the site be extended to include other clubs

Action AK - Contact Taunton Deane, West Somerset, North Devon and Witheridge

Clubs.

It was suggested that we should reassess our website’s function:

Action: J.J. to draft paragraph for our website saying what we do and why.

Action ?. Place BHS Bridleways book advert on website

Advertising: The question of advertising on the website was discussed and agreed that

Classifieds would be free to all members and available to non members for a minimum

donation of £5

Finances

The treasurer reported that she had donated £50 to GLEAM.

Ann Hand has agreed to audit our accounts.

The Society has currently about £800 in funds, after paying the postage on the recent

stationary and for the Chairman’s mail out to members.



Membership issues

A letter from the Chairman had been sent out to any previous members who had allowed

their membership to lapse in the hope of encouraging them to renew their subscriptions.

Area Reps. Concern over the perceived lack of communication with Area Reps led to the

decision to hold a meeting with the Reps in July followed possibly be a barbecue.

Action: AK to write an invite all AR’s to meeting.

ENPA Update

New ENPA Ranger. Adam Vasey has recently been employed and allocated the

Eastern sector of the ENP.

Abbie Keeper JJ expressed concern about the slow progression toward the dedication of

footpaths into bridleways at Dean and Trentishoe Mill which Abbie Keeper stated at the

AGM in October would be going ahead.

Action : AK to contact and report back with a view to Committee taking any necessary

action to move these items forward.

Rights of Way issues

Treborough Common. AK and FM met with Mark Weatherlake (landowner) to discuss

the problem of the bridleway surface going up the steep hillside onto the Common. Mark

Weatherlake has since had his own agricultural contractor to look at improving the

surface but due to bed rock this would be impossible.

Other issues and update.

Larcombe Foot. Outdoor pigs adjacent to bridleway are creating problem to some

riders.

Bye Common. Part of this bridleway is unrideable due to the laying in of a water pipe

which has been carried out by heavy plant machinery. ENPA is aware of the issues and

will ensure that bridleway is reinstated to their satisfaction. Action: all to monitor.

The Chains. Promised work has failed to materialised despite site meetings with the

Area Ranger. Three places were identified where remedial work wasrequired. They are

quite short sections and it was suggested that they could be filled in with local shillet.

Action :Ak to follow up.

Breakneck Corner/ Tarka Trail. The road crossing over the BB3358 from the north side

is extremely dangerous for horses to use. Action: Ak to follow up.



B.W. noted that ENPA has carried out successful improvements on two bridleways, one

from Summerway to Red Cleeve Plantation, the other is on the path west of Broford

Farm.

BHS Access Week 20 -31 May 2010.

It was felt it was too late to organise any event to support BHS Access week at such

short notice.

WSEBA Organised Events

Discussion took place about holding a ride on Exmoor on 12 September. A choice of

either 5mls. or 12/15 mile route with cream tea provided at the finish.

AK had checked with the BHS and our insurance would cover such an event providing

notification was given to the BHS in writing with ride details. 1st Aid cover (St John’s

Ambulance?) would be needed and a Risk Assessment carried out on the day.

SW to talk to E.J and Ann Hand to see if they might help plan and mark a suitable route.

Possibly use Wheddon Cross Auction Mart as a venue.

Forestry Commission Consultation is currently taking place to find out users views on

access.

The next meeting will be for the Area Reps with the Committee on Thursday 1st

July 2010 at the Rest & Be Thankful at 7.30pm.


