
West Somerset & Exmoor Bridleways Association
Minutes of the meeting held at The Rest and Be Thankful, Wheddon Cross,

7.30 p.m. on 9 March 2009

Those present:
Dee Binnie, Alyson Govier, Anne Hand, Julia Holtom, Sue Jarvis, Emma Jobin, Alison Kent, Eve
Littleton, Kate McKenzie (Chairman), Fiona Monaghan, Sam Westmacott, Barbara Wigley

Abbie Keeper, Public Rights of Way and Access Officer at Exmoor National Park, attended the
meeting.

Apologies: Jaye Jones, Georgina Langley, Denise Latreille

1. Minutes of last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting, dated 24 November 2008, were accepted as correct.

2. Rights of Way Improvement Plan
Abbie said there were some 250 bridleways off the official line, of which some 35 had been resolved.
The rest still needed to be sorted out.

Abbie was also working on new routes to enhance the bridleway network. WSEBA had prioritised
23 out of some 235 proposals. Alison and Kate had recently met with Abbie to discuss these. A
desk top score at the National Park had brought three out at the top: (1) Varle Hill to Ashway Side,
(2) Headon Cross to Hopcott Brake and (3) Court Place to West Porlock. Considerations for the
desk top analysis included health and safety, multi-user possibilities and avoidance of roads and road
crossings. It was now necessary to go and look at issues arising on the ground, such as surfaces,
width and so on. If this proved satisfactory, negotiations could start with landowners.

Being realistic, only one or two new bridleway routes were likely to be approved each year in this
manner. The National Park’s resources were limited, and Somerset County Council was concerned
about the cost of upkeep. SCC would prefer a smaller, better maintained bridleway network.

A discussion then took place as to whether WSEBA should be making legal applications for routes
which had been ridden unchallenged for 20 years to be made into bridleways. This would be a
quicker way forward. It was estimated that about half of the WSEBA wish-list of 235 or so new
bridleways could be subject to such claims. As there was likely to be a cut-off date for claims, a
decision should be made soon as to whether to make them. The BHS was encouraging such action
and holding training days, giving information as to how to get evidence and fill in the paperwork.
Meetings would be held on 24 April, 30 April and 19 May - Alison had further information which
she would pass to Fiona for the web site. Kate asked committee members to consider whether they
might be willing to become expert in this area.

Abbie advised that such applications might cause considerable upset with landowners. After
discussion it was agreed that area representatives would be invited to the next meeting on 27 May
2009, to discuss whether any routes should be subject to such claims. Abbie kindly agreed to attend
and give advice as to what was involved. She suggested that WSEBA should not target the large
landowners, as the National Park was already approaching them. It was agreed that any such
applications would only be made after discussion with the Park Authority.

3. Relationship with shoots
Dee and Sam had put together a presentation for the meeting with the shoots at Exmoor House.
Sam had delivered the presentation, which had gone over well. The outcome was a general informal
view that area representatives should approach the owners of land where shooting took place and/or



gamekeepers, which a view to establishing informal communication before the next shooting season,
so riders could find out where and when shoots would be operating. The shoots’ own code of
conduct said that such communication should be established. This would be discussed at the next
meeting on 27 May.

Emma offered to give a demonstration on training horses to deal with shooting activity.

4. Bridleway diversions
Alison and Abbie informed the committee about various proposed bridleway diversions. Alison said
she dealt with the proposals in consultation with the relevant area representative and the system was
working well.

5. Our own rides
Chris Binnie was offering three day rides on 13 to 15 May and 2 to 4 June. Sam was taking rides
along the Coleridge Way on 29 to 30 April and 17 to 18 September. Fiona would advertise these on
the web site. The BHS was organising a ride for 20 June at Brompton Ralph. There was a ride at
Taunton Deane on 13 May.

6. Motor traffic on bridleways
Notices were now up, saying that motorised vehicles were prohibited from restricted byways.
However the notices were not clear and it was agreed that Kate would write to the Park asking for
something less lengthy. Dee said there were no other pressing issues at the moment.

7. Particular bridleway problems
Fiona raised safety issues relating to the bridleway from Tan House to Treborough Common. Alison
agreed to write to the National Park about this on WSEBA headed paper, in consultation with Fiona.

8. Exmoor Local Access Forum
Abbie said that the Exmoor Local Access Forum would soon be advertising for new members and
she suggested WSEBA committee members might apply.

9. Other business
Kate said Sarah Bryan at the National Park had suggested an informal meeting to discuss guidelines
about horse keeping in the Park. Kate and Alison would attend. Anyone else who was interested
would be welcome.

Abbie said advice was being sought on non-slippery surface dressing on roads. Committee members
were invited to send in their thoughts. It was noted that the committee no longer had a slippery
roads officer.

10. Date of next meeting
The next committee meeting, with area representatives and Abbie also present, would be held on
Wednesday 27 May 2009 at 7.30pm at The Rest and Be Thankful, Wheddon Cross. Anyone
was welcome to meet for dinner beforehand at 6.30 p.m.


