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Moorland Hall, Wheddon Cross.

Committee matters.

Your committee has met 5 times in the previous twelve months.

It was with regret that the committee accepted Kate Mckenzie’s resignation from the

position of Chairman and from the committee at the 2009 AGM.

Although the existing committee at the time of AGM in October were relected en bloc, 3

subsequently resigned for various reasons before our first committee meeting in November

2009. This left only 7 serving members. Daphne Wilbraham was co opted on to the

committee bringing the total number to 8. Unfortunately at our November 2009 meeting

we were inquorate -which under our then current Constitution, requires a minimum of 7

committee members to be present for any decision to be taken at any committee meeting.

Therefore an Extra Ordinary meeting was called on the 23 February 2010 to ask the

members to accept the following proposal:

Para 6.3. The Committee shall normally meet four times a year. Five members of the

Committee shall be a quorum. Each member of the committee shall be entitled to one vote.

In the event of equality the Chairman shall have the casting vote. This change was accepted

by the meeting.

Membership

Due to many people forgetting to renew their annual membership your Chairman wrote and

sent out a letter asking lapsed members to renew their subscriptions. This had an

immediate effect and membership numbers rose accordingly. Please can I ask you to

remember to renew your membership tonight.

Area Representatives

It was felt by the committee that all our Area Reps should be invited to a meeting to give

them an opportunity to share their views and opinions on current bridleway problems. Sadly

out of 19 Area Reps only four came to this meeting. Area Reps have an important part to

play in keeping bridleways open and useable. As they are usually local people who know

their area well they are often the first to encounter any difficulties out on the ground. Most

Area Reps will then contact the ENPA Ranger who is responsible for the area. The problem is

logged on to the SCC Interactive map and given a reference number so that its progress can

be followed through until it is resolved

Dan Barnett, ENPA Access & Recreation Manager Officer, came to the same meeting to give

an update on how ENPA internal and external consultations are carried out before any work

on the ground can take place.



Permitted Paths

ENPA now have logged approximately 46% of all known permitted paths within their area

on the ENPA web site. This leaves an unsatisfactory 54% of paths, which for various reasons

the landowners do not wish to publicly advertise and their whereabouts is mostly only

known to local riders. DEFRA run a voluntary scheme which will pay farmers who are in the

Higher Level Entry Scheme a set fee per metre for permitted bridleways.

New ENPA Ranger

Adam Vasey joined the existing Ranger team earlier this year and is currently responsible for

the Eastern sector.

ENPA meeting

In February I attended a useful meeting at Exmoor House to discuss various issues

concerning Rights of Way with Nigel Stone , ENPA Chief Executive, Dan Barnett,and Abbie

Keeper, Public Rights of Way and Access.

ROWS Matters

I am delighted to say that considerable progress has been made with certain bridleway

issues. Works that have been completed inn the past year are: The Chains permitted path,

the dangerous road crossing of the B3358 near Breakneck Corner, an agreed alternative

permitted path up on to Treborough Common to name but a few. Abbie Keeper will be

giving you more information.

Path Diversions

I have responded on WS&EBA behalf to several proposed path diversions in the consultation

period. Wherever possible I ask for local riders to give me their own views before writing my

reply.

Stone Lane and Sections 56’s

Many of you will be aware of the recent difficulties that ENPA and SCC have been faced with

due to one person’s determination to insist, through legal procedures, that some bridleways

are surfaced to a far higher standard than has previously been the case. The cost to

resurface Stone Lane would have been in the region of £20,000 which would have meant

other more urgent repairs on ROWs would not have been carried out as both ENPA and SCC

work to a very limited budget. Common sense finally prevailed and Stone Lane will receive

a limited amount of necessary drainage work .



Other Matters

The BHS is very concerned about dogs attacking ridden horses. They will be lobbying the

Government for more effective legislation in the near future.

Coastal Access is being limited to certain small pilot areas along the English coast line, sadly

but understandably it will not include access for horse riding.

The BHS has just opened up a new web site asking any people to report any incidents

regarding road traffic incidents, dog attacks, low flying aircraft, wind turbines, slippery road

surfaces, dangerous gates and fireworks.

Please report any of the above to www.horseaccidents .org.uk

The Future of WS&EBA

I would like to take this opportunity to say a very sincere thank you to Fiona Monghan and

Emma Jobin and Sam Westmacott, who for personal reason feel they can no longer be on

your committee. This means that we urgently seeking at least 3 new committee members

to help keep this bridleways association up and running.

Bridleways Association do play a very important part in helping to ensure that local paths

are kept open and useable, and through our affiliation with the British Horse Society, give

to added support to lobbying on national equine issues.

We are looking for a secretary, a treasurer and a webmaster. Please do consider giving up a

little of your free time to help your local bridleways association.

I would like to end my report by thanking your committee members, all busy people, who

have willingly given their time and support for your bridleways association. Thank you!

Alison Kent

Chairman, 17 November 2010.


